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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Background: Residents living close to agricultural lands might be exposed to pesticides through non-occupa-
tional pathways including spray drift and volatilization of pesticides beyond the treated area.

Objective: This review aimed to identify and analyze scientific literature measuring pesticide exposure in non-
farmworker residents living close to agricultural lands, and to suggest practical implications and needs for future
studies.

Methods: A review was performed using inclusion criteria to identify original articles of interest published be-
tween 2003 and 2018.

Results: From the 29 articles selected in this review, 2 belonged to the same study and were grouped, resulting in
a total of 27 studies. Seven studies assessed exposure to pesticides using environmental samples, 13 collected
biological samples and 7 analyzed both. Nine studies included a reference group of residents living far from
agricultural lands while 11 assessed the influence of the spraying season or spray events on pesticide exposures.
Studies included in this review provide evidence that residents living near to agricultural lands are exposed to
higher levels of pesticides than residents living further away.

Discussion and conclusion: This review highlights that the following study design characteristics may be more
appropriate than others to measure pesticide spray drift exposure in non-farmworker residents living close to
agricultural lands: inclusion of a non-agricultural control group, collection of both biological and environmental
samples with repeated sampling, measurements at different periods of the year, selection of numerous study sites
related to one specific crop group, and measurements of pesticides which are specific to agricultural use.
However, few studies to date incorporate all these characteristics. Additional studies are needed to compre-
hensively measure non-occupational pesticide exposures in this population in order to evaluate health risks, and
to develop appropriate prevention strategies.

Handling Editor: Adrian Covaci

1. Introduction

Many non-farmworker residents live close to agricultural lands
where pesticides are often used intensively. Due to the intrinsic toxicity
of pesticides, it is important to evaluate the potential health con-
sequences for this specific population, largely absent in studies to date
(McDuffie, 2005). Some epidemiological studies suggest an association
between proximity to agricultural lands and a wide range of associated
adverse health outcomes including birth-related outcomes (e.g., pre-
term birth, fetal growth restriction, neural tube defects, hypospadias,
gastroschisis and anotia) (Carmichael et al., 2016; Gemmill et al., 2013;
Larsen et al., 2017; Meyer et al., 2006; Rappazzo et al., 2016; Rull et al.,
2006b), childhood cancers (e.g., leukemia and lymphomas) (Carozza
et al., 2009; Gémez-Barroso et al., 2016; Jones et al., 2014; Malagoli
et al.,, 2016; Reynolds et al., 2005b; Rull et al., 2009), cognitive
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impairments (e.g., autism spectrum disorders, diminished intelligence
quotient (IQ), verbal comprehension and attention, as well as hyper-
activity and cognitive decline) (Coker et al., 2017; Corral et al., 2017;
Gunier et al., 2017a; Gunier et al., 2017b; Paul et al., 2018; Roberts
et al., 2007; Rowe et al., 2016; Shelton et al., 2014), respiratory out-
comes (e.g., asthma) (Raanan et al., 2017), adult cancer (e.g., breast
cancer and brain tumors) (Carles et al., 2017; El-Zaemey et al., 2013),
Parkinson’s disease (Brouwer et al., 2017; Costello et al., 2009;
Manthripragada et al., 2010; Wang et al., 2011; Wang et al., 2014) and
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (Vinceti et al., 2017). However these as-
sociations are generally weak or inconclusive and contradictory results
have been observed in other epidemiological studies (Brody et al.,
2004; Bukalasa et al., 2018; Carmichael et al., 2013; Carmichael et al.,
2014; Clementi et al., 2007; Cornelis et al., 2009; Reynolds et al., 2004;
Reynolds et al., 2005a; Shaw et al., 2014; Shaw et al., 2018).
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All the above-cited studies have limitations and weaknesses which
could explain these inconsistent findings. These include not controlling
for confounding factors like smoking, alcohol consumption, occupa-
tional exposure and other environmental exposure, the risk of ecolo-
gical bias in spatially-based studies, and most importantly, the risk of
misclassification in exposure characterization (Shirangi et al., 2011).
With regard to the latter, several approaches have been used for ex-
posure characterization, including self-administered questionnaires,
interviews, biomonitoring measurements and geographic information
system (GIS) models. However, self-reports of proximity to agricultural
lands and pesticide exposure are potential sources for inaccuracy due to
subjects’ lack of knowledge about pesticide use, and the real distance of
their homes from agricultural lands, as well as to recall bias (Rull et al.,
2006a). Furthermore, biomonitoring data are generally limited to a
specific and short exposure timeframe, for example during pregnancy
(Buscail et al., 2015; Sagiv et al., 2018). Moreover, GIS models are
generally based on the estimation of the agricultural surface area at a
specific distance from residents’ households. Participants are generally
classified as living or not living near to agricultural lands, as opposed to
being classified according to their pesticide exposure in terms of
proximity to crops. In the best case scenario, they are classified as being
exposed (or not) to a certain quantity of pesticide “probably used”
within a specific distance from residence. These indirect indicators of
exposure are subject to potential misclassification because of errors in
the geocoding and/or in the assignment of proximity to crops. Other
limitations include changes in land use (e.g., change of crop types), the
lack of reliable information on the types and quantities of pesticides
applied on treated areas, and the lack of identification of the correct
buffer zone or distance that should be implemented between house-
holds and treated fields (Rull et al., 2006b). Therefore, a more refined
measurement of pesticide exposure in terms of proximity to crops for
non-farmworker residents is first needed in order to develop exposure
models and indicators for large-scale epidemiological health studies
investigating pesticide exposure pathways.

There is growing evidence that farmworkers and their families
living close to agricultural lands are more exposed to agricultural pes-
ticides — both in terms of concentration and type — than the general
population (Curl et al., 2002; Curwin et al., 2007; Fenske et al., 2002;
Hyland and Laribi 2017; Lu et al., 2000). Although exposure is mainly
explained by occupational and take-home pathways (i.e., clothes),
other modes exist, including inhalation of outdoor air, contamination of
house dust, take-home from pets, ingestion of contaminated ground-
water, recreation in fields, and eating produce directly from treated
fields or from self-production (Deziel et al., 2015). These non-occupa-
tional exposure pathways are related to pesticide dispersal in the en-
vironment caused by spray drift and volatilization of pesticides beyond
the treated area at the time of application or soon after (Felsot et al.,
2010). In some cases, spray drift and volatilization can account for up to
90% of the application dose on crops(Bedos et al., 2002). However,
little is known about the impact of these pathways in non-farmworker
residents living close to agricultural lands.

An improved understanding of non-occupational pesticide exposure
in this population is critical in order to evaluate health risks, and to
develop appropriate prevention strategies. The objective of this review
was to examine exposure measurement strategies and sampling
methods used in a series of recent studies (2003-2018) which sought to
characterize non-occupational pesticide exposure among residents, ac-
cording to their residential proximity to agricultural lands, and to
suggest practical implications and needs for future studies.

2. Methods

The review was based on the PRISMA guidance protocol (http://
www.prisma-statement.org/). A comprehensive search of relevant stu-
dies was conducted using PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/) and SCOPUS (http://www.scopus.com). Adapted from the
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PICO principle, the following algorithm was used: (Resident*[ALL
FIELDS] OR residential proximity [ALL FIELDS]) AND (pesticides
[TIAB] OR pesticide[TIAB] OR herbicides[TIAB] OR herbicide[TIAB]
OR agrochemicals[TIAB] OR agrochemical[TIAB] OR insecticides
[TIAB] OR insecticide[TIAB] OR fungicides[TIAB] OR fungicide[TIAB]
OR agrochemicals[Mesh]) AND (Agriculture [ALL FIELDS] OR
Agricultural [ALL FIELDS]) AND (Exposure [TIAB] OR expos*[TIAB]).
The search was limited to peer-reviewed published articles in journals
available in English or French between 1 January 2003 to 31 December
2018. The filters “Human” and “Humans” were applied.

The search yielded 235 articles from PubMed and 392 from Scopus
for a total of 549 articles (78 duplicates) (Fig. 1). All articles were
analyzed based on their title and abstract. Articles that did not report
original results (reviews, case-reports, comments, letters, and editor-
ials) (n = 124), methodology-based articles (analytical method or
modeling validation) and articles highlighting study design without
results (n = 31) were excluded. Animal studies (n = 7), studies asses-
sing the risk of adverse health effects (n = 50), toxicological studies
(n = 20), studies related to prevention, to knowledge, attitudes, prac-
tice” or to risk perception (n = 20) were also excluded.

The remaining 297 articles were critically analyzed using exclusion/
inclusion criteria based on the study population (residents living close
to agricultural lands) and exposure pathways (pathways related to
agricultural pesticide applications). No limitations on geographic lo-
cation were applied. Articles not related to pesticide exposure (n = 12)
or agricultural-related exposure (n = 57) were excluded. A substantial
number of articles referring to the general population (n = 40) and to
the rural population (n = 30) were also excluded because they did not
specifically focus on the target population. Articles related to farm-
workers (n = 60) and farming families (n = 58) were also excluded
because they estimated occupational exposure pathways to pesticides
or take-home exposure pathways in agricultural workers that should
not exist in non-farmworker residents. Studies estimating exposure to
agricultural chemicals at the county scale or wider were excluded be-
cause this scale was not fine enough to estimate exposure in our target
population. Studies characterizing exposure related to previous con-
tamination of agricultural lands or biological insecticide use were also
excluded. One model-based study (Wong et al., 2017) was excluded
from the analysis because a hazard quotient model was used based on
estimated exposures and therefore did not provide refined enough ex-
posure measurements.

In summary therefore, 252 of the initial 549 articles were primarily
excluded based on the critical analysis of their title and abstract.
Another 245 were secondarily excluded after the analysis of exclusion/
inclusion criteria based on the study population and exposure path-
ways. A further 23 were subsequently excluded after a full article re-
view. Finally, 29 articles were identified as meeting all the review’s
inclusion criteria.

For each article, the following information was collected: the name
of the first author and study, location, study design, population, time
period, pesticides of interest, factors used to define ‘exposed’ status,
exposure measurement strategy and main results. Exposure pathways,
the methodology used to evaluate exposure and the distance considered
to define exposure status, were all examined to help us identify the best
tools to characterize exposure in the target population.

3. Results

Two studies had two related articles each and so we grouped the
latter. Accordingly, 27 studies (29 articles) were included in this re-
view. All these studies, including one meta-analysis (Deziel et al.,
2017), aimed to measure pesticide exposure in residents living close to
agricultural lands.

A large variety of pesticides, study designs, and methodologies were
observed in the studies included. They are summarized in Tables 1-3
based on the methodology used: environmental monitoring,
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PubMed SCOPUS
N =235 N =392
\ \
Excluded a‘ 78 duplicates
Papers for review
N=549
252 articles
124 No original results
Excluded 31 Method / protocol studies

7 Animal studies

First selection based on article type

v

50 Health outcomes studies
20 Toxicological studies
20 Prevention studies

N=297

Papers for analyze for exclusion / inclusion critera

Excluded

245 articles
11 No pesticides
53 No agriculture

Second selection based on inclusion criteria

v

\ 4

40 General population not
living close to fields

24 Rural population not
living close to fields

N=52

Papers for review of full text

59 Farm workers
58 Farm families

Excluded

23 articles
1 Editorial article
1 No English or French language
8 Protocol article

v

i 1 No pesticide

4 No agriculture

6 Rural population not living
close to fields

1 Farm families

N=29

Articles included in systematic review

1 Model-based approach

Fig. 1. Flow chart of identification and selection of original articles finally included in the review of pesticide exposures in residents living close to agricultural lands.

biomonitoring or both. Table 1 summarizes studies (n = 7) that ana-
lyzed environmental samples collected from the homes of study parti-
cipants; Table 2 presents a summary of studies (n = 13) that analyzed
biological samples collected from study participants, and Table 3
summarizes studies (n = 7) that analyzed both environmental and
biological samples.

A large proportion of studies were conducted in North America
(n = 10) — mainly in California and Washington state — and in South or
Central America (n = 7), including Argentina and Costa Rica. The re-
mainder assessed populations in various locations, including European
countries (n = 5), Asia (n = 3), South Africa (n = 1) and Australia
(n=1).

Study populations were mainly children (12 studies) or pregnant
women (4 studies), especially for biomonitoring studies which aimed to
assess individual exposure to pesticides. The population of residents
was either defined as people living in one specific area based on the a
priori knowledge of agricultural activity and pesticide use (19 studies),
or as people identified retrospectively as living close to agricultural
lands (7 studies).

The majority of studies analyzed a combination of various pesti-
cides. Organophosphorus (OP) compounds were the primary group of
pesticides studied (n = 14), including chlorpyrifos, diazinon, phosmet,
azinphos methyl, and malathion. Ten studies analyzed OP compounds
only, whereas 4 other studies analyzed OP in combination with other
insecticides, herbicides or fungicides such as pyrethroids, carbamates,
captan, atrazine, glyphosate, iprodione. Five studies analyzed herbi-
cides only. Two others focused on pyrethroid exposure, while 2 ana-
lyzed manganese-based pesticides only. Finally, 4 studies included a
large combination of pesticides according to their application on fields

or their toxicological effects.
3.1. Environmental monitoring studies

Table 1 presents a summary of the 7 studies which assessed pesti-
cide exposure by analyzing results from environmental samples col-
lected from study participants’ homes and/or surroundings. Four stu-
dies were conducted in one or various specific areas identified a priori
(Gibbs et al., 2017; Hogenkamp et al., 2004; Kawahara et al., 2005;
Wofford et al., 2014), and 2 studies defined residents a posteriori based
on the distance between households and crops (Gunier et al., 2011;
Ward et al., 2006). Samples collected included dust from homes (Deziel
et al., 2017; Gunier et al., 2011; Hogenkamp et al., 2004; Ward et al.,
2006), as well as outdoor and indoor air samples (Gibbs et al., 2017;
Kawahara et al., 2005; Wofford et al., 2014).

Two studies used a reference group within the population study
(Gibbs et al., 2017; Ward et al., 2006) while 2 others also included a
group of farmworkers (Gibbs et al., 2017; Hogenkamp et al., 2004). All
these four studies showed that pesticide concentrations measured in
households located close to agricultural lands were higher than those
measured in control households. Households within 250 m of apple,
peach, corn or wheat fields had higher outdoor concentrations and
indoor surface deposition of chlorpyrifos than non-proximal house-
holds, although no differences were observed for indoor air measure-
ments (Gibbs et al., 2017). Concentrations of herbicides in dust from
homes with a higher density of corn and soybean fields located in a
radius 750 m were four times higher than concentrations in homes with
no crops nearby (Ward et al., 2006). A comparison between farmworker
and non-farmworker resident households showed that in the former,



Environment International 134 (2020) 105210

C. Dereumeaux, et al.

(98pd 1x2u UO panunU0)

-axequr A[rep arqeidasoe

91} JO [9A3] AYI MO[2q 2IOM S[9AI] 2INS0dxXd pajewnISy
‘smopurm asnoy pauado saI[Turej uaym IoySIy sem
OT)BI J0OPINO/I00PUT Y], "SUOTIBIIUIIUOD IR JOOPINO
puE J0OpUl U29MI3q Pasixa drysuone[al Juedyrusis
V "Aeme 19y3ny asoy) uey) 1oySIy SoWN G 2IoM W OF
UTYIIM UOJIO[YDLI) PUB UOTYIONTUSJ JO SUONIBIUIIUOD
100pINO :sp[oy Apped wo1j adURISIP Y] YIIM
UONIBIDOSSE 9SI9AUT JURdYIUSIS B pamoys sapronsad
parjdde jo suoenUIdUOD ITe JOOPUI PUE I00PINQ
snp asnoy ur weydoidoroyd

uo sdoxd qng 01 Lyrwrxoxd 9y Jo 199)39

Juedyrudis A[[ednsnels suI[IapIoq B PaMOYS SINSAY
‘uonIweIOW

pue urjozopduia 10y 1dedoxs ‘sopronsad 19110

10J JuedYTUSIS AJ[ROTISTIEIS OS[R SEM dDUDIDIP SIYL
*SOWIOY  JOYIOMULIEJ-UOU UT UBY]) SOWIOY SIDNIOMULIE]
ur 1oy31y sown § sem yorym ‘ureydordoio[yd jo
SUOIIRIIUIDUOD UI PUNOJ SEM DUSIYIP JuedYIuUdIS
*A[uo wr QG jo SNIpeI B UIyiim

sdoxd Surropisuod ueyl sAep gog¢ snoiadid ayy Surmp
w Gz T unpm sdoid jo AIsusp a1 SuLIapIsuod
uayM I193UoMS 2I9M SUOB[LIO) 'SpPUB| [eImnoLde
0] 9SO[D 10U 3SO0Y) UeY) (W OSZT pue w og) sdomd
0] J9SO[D SIIUIPISAI UT JDYSIY 2IOM SUOTIRIIUIIUOD
aponsad ‘uourzerp woy 1dasxy ‘sojuifdioryd

JOJ pUNOJ 9I9M SUOIIRIIUIIUOD ISAYSIY YT,

*S[OAJ] AT I00PUT URY[} JYSIY 919M S[9AI] ITe J00PINQO
‘spjoyasnoy

Teurrxoxd-uou uey) sadejms uo sojrIkdioryd

JO S[aA9] 19YS1Y pey SPIOYasnoY [RWIX0Id

‘punoj sem spioyasnoy

rewrrxoxd-uou,/ewrxoxd uUsam1aq DUIIYJIP

ON "SP[OYasNOY JOYIOMULIEJ-UOU UBY) SP[OYISNOY
I9)IOMULIR] UT IOYSTY 9I0M SUONBIIUIIUOD ITe I00pU]
‘spjoyasnoy

IIOMUILTEJ-UOU [ewrxoxd UeY) SUONBIUIIUOD
19y31y pey sp[oyasnoy I9NIOMULIE] pue ‘(S[01U0d)
spjoyasnoy [ewrxoxd-uou uey) SUOTIBIIUSIUOD 1YY
pey spjoyasnoy rewrxoid 'sdoid jo wr Qo UMM
BUTAT] SP[OYASNOY JNIOMULIE] | PUE JONIOMULIE]
-Uuou Je paynNUuapI 319M Ik 100pINo ul sojtIkdiofyd
Jo s[A9] 1say31y Ay, ‘so[dures Ire J00pIno

ur 21om [Apour soydurzy Jo S[OAJ] 0I9Z 10 MOT
*ad£) aponsad 03 3urp10dde paLieA ISEIIIP

Jo opmyruSewr oy, ‘W GZI PUB € U9IMIDQ) SP[oY
Pa1ea1] WO 3dURISIP SUISLAIIUT YIIM SUOIIBIIUIIUOD
opronsad 1Snp JsNoY Ul 9SBIIIIP IBIUI[-UOU

‘dreys e pamoys S)NsaI Y JO UOISSAIZII-BIDUI :ISNP
asnoy ur suonenuaduod aprnsad Suntodar sarpnis £

SINI[IOR] SIBOP[IYD

pue asnoy ur uonedrjdde apronsad
BuIMo[[0J U g 10J Pald[[0d
sa[dures Ire J00pINo pue I00puj

snp asnoH

snp ssnoy

uonisodap adeyms
100pU] ITe I00pUl PUB I00PINQO

snp ssnoHy

UOIYIURJ ‘UOIyle[eW ‘UOUIZBIP
‘s0JLIAdIOTYD ‘UOTYIOIITUDJ ‘SOAIOTYDIP ‘UOJIOTYDLLL

(sop1o13uny) UT[OZO[dUIA pue ‘[AYIaW-s0JO[I[0]
‘ouopruiAd0i1d ‘[rueoInyj ‘(sopIdIqiay) UOITUIRIOUI
‘ureydoidooqyd ‘uozeployd

surzeurss gowsoyd ‘Quorpoxdr
‘uourzerp ‘[AypouIrp-reyIoryd ‘sojuAdioqyd ‘[Areqien

[Aypawr soydurze pue sojuikdio[yD

auorpoidr ‘Qurzewrs ‘Quizene
‘sareydsoydouedio [Aylowip ‘uourzerp ‘uoryiered
1Ay 9swsoyd ‘[Aypaw soydurze ‘jAreqred ‘sojriAdioryn

sp[ey Apped Ieau pajedo] spjoyasnoy

(W 00¥-0) SPIRY qnq Teau asnoy
91 JO UONEIO] 3y} JO PIseq UOMIID[PS

EOEU@EOU umﬂ—u whOwun_ w\wm—u 0L
‘G9€ ‘081 a3 Sunmnp (wOSgI >
‘W QG >) WOy 9] punote pasn

sapronsad [ermnoLIde Jo uonewSy

sjonuod :¢ dnoin

sployasnoy

I9)IOMULIBJ-UOU [RWIX01{ T

dnoin spoyasnoy oxromurrey (sdord
woljy w Gz >) fewnxoid :T dnoin

spoyssnoy gg
€002
ueder

sployesnoy £g
SpUBLIaYIaN

SPIOYPsnoyY 68
9002-1002
IUIOJIED

Sployssnoy €1

110C

uoj3urysep jo
uo18a1 A3][eA euIyex
vsn

BOLIOWY YIION
ur pajonpuod sarpnIs
Jo sisATeue-e1a|\

(S002)
‘[e 39 eIRURMEY]

(¥002)

‘Te 30 duresjua8oy

(1102)
‘Te 39 Jaruny

(£102)
‘e 39 sqqID

(£102)
‘Te 19 2129

synsoy

JuaWAINSEaW INsodxy

1S2191Ul JO S9pIdNSad

spue[ [eIn3moL3e 03 3so[d
Burar] sdnoi8 juapisar jo uonuyaq

uonemdod
‘poriad aun ‘uoneso|

QoudIRpaI
‘oureu Apms

‘spue] [ern)moLIde 01 9s0[d SUIAI] SJUSPISAI 10J saInsodxa apIoNsad Jo SJUSUILINSBIU [BIUSWUOIIAUY

I 3lqeL



C. Dereumeaux, et al.

Table 1 (continued)

Results

Exposure measurement

Pesticides of interest

Definition of resident groups living

close to agricultural lands

Location, time period,

population

Study name,
reference

2,4-D was the pesticide detected most often.

House dust

Herbicides including 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid

(2,4-D), dicamba, metolachlor, trifluralin,

Group 1: households with no crops

within 750 m

USA, Iowa

Ward et al. (2006)

Frequency of detection and concentration of

1998-2000

herbicides in house dust increased with increasing

pendimethalin, atrazine, bentazon, acetochlor, fluazifo-

p-buty, alachlor

Group 2: households located near corn

and soybean fields (750 m)

108 households

corn and soybean planting acreage within 750 m of
households. Concentrations of herbicides in dust in

households situated close to a higher density of crops

were 4 times higher than concentrations in

households with no crops within 750 m. The distance
to the closest crop field was associated with detection

of herbicides in dust. Distance explained less

variance than acreage

Residents were exposed to 19 compounds used as

pesticides.

Outdoor air monitoring

35 pesticides including diazinon, chlorpyrifos,

dimethoate, endosulfan, malathion

Households located within 8 km of

USA, California,

2006

Wofford et al.

agricultural pesticide application fields

(2014)

The pesticides monitored accounted for 80% of the

Households located in

Parlier city

total kilograms of pesticides applied in Parlier city
and the surrounding 8 km agricultural study area.

The levels measured for diazinon exceeded

thresholds for safe health
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house dust concentrations of chloropropham were four times higher
(Hogenkamp et al., 2004), and indoor air concentrations of chlorpyrifos
were also higher (Gibbs et al., 2017).

The influence of the distance between households and agricultural
lands was assessed in 6 studies (Deziel et al., 2017; Gibbs et al., 2017;
Gunier et al., 2011; Hogenkamp et al., 2004; Kawahara et al., 2005;
Ward et al., 2006). All found that the greater the distance, the lower the
levels in pesticide concentrations in dust, outdoor and indoor air.
Outdoor air concentrations of trichlorfon within 50 m of paddy fields
were five times higher than those measured further away (Kawahara
et al., 2005), and high levels of chlorpyrifos in outdoor air were iden-
tified at households located within 100 m of crops (Gibbs et al., 2017).
Chlorpyrifos, chlorthal-dimethyl, iprodione, phosmet, and simazine
dust concentrations were higher in residences located between 500 m
and 1250 m from treated lands (Gunier et al., 2011). Similarly, the
decrease in concentrations of chloropropham in house dust was bor-
derline statistically significant with increased distance from agricultural
fields (Hogenkamp et al., 2004). The meta-analysis performed in 2017
confirmed the sharp decrease in house dust pesticide concentrations
with increased distance from treated fields (between 3 m and 1125 m)
(Deziel et al., 2017)

The influence of the spraying season or spray events was not eval-
uated in any of the 7 environmental monitoring studies.

3.2. Biomonitoring studies

Table 2 presents a summary of the 13 studies that assessed pesticide
exposures for residents living close to agricultural lands using biomo-
nitoring. Four studies were conducted in one specific area identified a
priori (Dalvie and London 2006; Doganlar et al., 2018; Martinez-Perafan
et al., 2018; Semchuk et al., 2003; Semchuk et al., 2007), 6 studies in
various areas identified a priori (Babina et al., 2012; Cecchi et al., 2012;
Galea et al., 2015; Mercadante et al., 2013; Quintana et al., 2017;
Suarez-Lopez et al., 2018), and 3 studies defined residents a posteriori
based on the distance between households and crops (Bradman et al.,
2011; Chevrier et al., 2014; Wu et al., 2013).

Four studies used a reference group within the population study
(Babina et al., 2012; Doganlar et al., 2018; Martinez-Perafan et al.,
2018; Quintana et al., 2017) and 2 included a group of farmworkers as
a control (Dalvie and London 2006; Mercadante et al., 2013). The in-
fluence of residential proximity to agricultural fields or crops acreage
around households was assessed in 5 studies (Bradman et al., 2011;
Chevrier et al., 2014; Semchuk et al., 2003; Semchuk et al., 2007;
Suarez-Lopez et al.,, 2018; Wu et al.,, 2013). The influence of the
spraying season or spray events was assessed in 7 studies (Cecchi et al.,
2012; Dalvie and London 2006; Doganlar et al., 2018; Galea et al.,
2015; Mercadante et al., 2013; Quintana et al., 2017; Suarez-Lopez
et al., 2018). Only one study simultaneously evaluated the influence of
both factors (Suarez-Lopez et al., 2018).

Six studies collected urine samples and 6 collected blood samples,
including umbilical cord blood. In combination with urine or blood
samples, one study also collected hair samples and one collected saliva.
Biological collection methods were diverse depending on the study
population and the final outcome. First or second morning void urine
samples were preferred for adults and children aged 3years (Babina
et al., 2012; Chevrier et al., 2014; Galea et al., 2015; Mercadante et al.,
2013), whereas spot urine samples were collected for children aged 2 or
under (Bradman et al., 2011; Wu et al., 2013). Seven studies collected
repeated biological samples to cover both the spraying and non-
spraying seasons (Dalvie and London 2006; Doganlar et al., 2018; Galea
et al., 2015; Mercadante et al., 2013; Suarez-Lopez et al., 2018), and
other temporal changes during childhood (Bradman et al., 2011). In
these studies, 2-20 repeated samples were collected for each partici-
pant.

Pesticides and their metabolites were the primary biomarkers ana-
lyzed to evaluate exposure (8 studies). Six studies measured
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cholinesterase activity, transaminase activity, DNA damage, oxidative
stress markers (superoxide dismutase, catalase, glutathione-S-trans-
ferase, and glutathione peroxidase), repair parameters (heat shock
proteins) and hemoglobin parameters to evaluate biological effects
potentially related to pesticide exposure. These biomarkers of biological
effects were all measured in blood or saliva. Only one study analyzed
biomarkers of exposures and biological effects in combination
(Doganlar et al., 2018).

Apart from one study (Dalvie and London 2006), all those that in-
cluded a non-agricultural reference group, showed that agricultural
residents presented at least one indicator of being more exposed to
pesticides in comparison with controls, such as higher concentrations of
dialkylphosphates (DAP) or 3-methyl-4-nitrophenol (metabolite of fe-
nitrothion) in urine (Babina et al., 2012), higher concentrations of
terbuthylazine (TBA) in hair (Mercadante et al., 2013), higher con-
centrations for multi-residue pesticides in blood (Doganlar et al., 2018),
higher levels of oxidative stress markers and DNA damage (Doganlar
et al., 2018; Quintana et al., 2017) and decreased activity of cholines-
terase (Martinez-Perafan et al., 2018).

In all studies related to the influence of agricultural activities near
households, higher concentrations of pesticide metabolites were asso-
ciated with residential proximity to agricultural lands or with crop
acreage around the residence. The 3 studies that defined residents of
agricultural lands a posteriori, showed that children aged 12 months old
had the highest urinary concentrations of pyrethroids and DAP meta-
bolites when they were living in homes adjacent to (Wu et al., 2013) or
60 m from an agricultural field (Bradman et al., 2011), and that preg-
nant women had the highest urinary concentrations of metolachlor
when living within 375 m of corn crops (Chevrier et al., 2014). A sig-
nificant positive association was also observed between the acet-
ylcholinesterase activity and the distance to the nearest flower planta-
tion (Suarez-Lopez et al., 2018).

Comparisons between the spraying and non-spraying seasons
showed significant higher levels of indicators of pesticide exposure
during the former season in almost all studies that included biological
collection at different periods (Cecchi et al., 2012; Doganlar et al.,
2018; Galea et al., 2015; Mercadante et al., 2013; Quintana et al., 2017;
Suarez-Lopez et al., 2018). Some studies showed significant changes in
cholinesterase and superoxide dismutase (SOD) activities in the
spraying season in comparison with the non-spraying season (Cecchi
et al., 2012; Quintana et al., 2017; Suarez-Lopez et al., 2018). One study
showed that the detection rate of terbuthylatrazine in hair was higher
during spraying season than before it (Mercadante et al., 2013). An-
other found a significant increase in urinary chlomequat levels just after
a spray event within 100 m of residents’ homes (Galea et al., 2015). Yet
another study showed that pesticide residue concentrations in blood
were up to 10 times higher in the spraying season than in the non-
spraying season (Doganlar et al., 2018).

The study which included a farmworker group, as a control, showed
that before the spraying season there was no difference between pes-
ticide levels in hair among workers and residents, but during the
spraying season levels among workers were higher (Mercadante et al.,
2013).

3.3. Environmental and biomonitoring studies

Table 3 presents a summary of the 7 studies that assessed pesticide
exposure in residents living close to agricultural lands by analyzing
both environmental and biological samples. Five studies were con-
ducted in one or various areas identified a priori (Coronado et al., 2011;
Mora et al., 2014; Rohitrattana et al., 2014; van Wendel de Joode et al.,
2012; Weppner et al., 2006), and 2 others defined residents a posteriori
based on the distance between households and crops (Gunier et al.,
2013; Gunier et al., 2014; Munoz-Quezada et al., 2012).

Three studies used a reference group within the population study
(Mufnioz-Quezada et al., 2012; Rohitrattana et al., 2014; van Wendel de
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Joode et al., 2012) whereas one included a group of farmworkers
(Coronado et al., 2011). All these studies evaluated the influence of
residential proximity to agricultural lands.

The number of biological and environmental samples taken ranged
from a minimum of one of each (Gunier et al., 2013; Gunier et al., 2014;
Rohitrattana et al., 2014) up to a combined total of 8 (van Wendel de
Joode et al., 2012). Apart from one study (Gunier et al., 2013; Gunier
et al.,, 2014), all collected repeated biological samples to evaluate
within-subject variability or to study the influence of the spraying
season or spraying events on pesticide exposure.

Results from different environmental and biological samples gen-
erally showed poor correlations: one study showed that participants
(farmworkers and non-farmworkers) who lived very close to agri-
cultural lands (< 60 m) had significantly higher urinary levels of di-
methyl-thiophosphate (DMTP) than other participants, but this asso-
ciation was not observed in house dust concentrations (Coronado et al.,
2011). Similarly, chlorpyrifos urinary levels were significantly higher in
children living close to banana plantations than in children living in
places with low use of pesticides. However, the association was not
significant for hand and foot wipe measurements nor for house dust
(van Wendel de Joode et al., 2012). Another study showed that man-
ganese (Mn) concentrations in hair were higher among women who
lived within 50 m of banana plantations, women who drank water from
a well and women who reported aerial spraying near their home before
sample collection. However, these factors were associated with lower
Mn concentrations in blood (Mora et al., 2014). Hair measurements had
better within-subject correlation than blood concentrations in that
study, which could be explained by the longer half-life of pesticides in
hair (Barr and Needham 2002). Other studies showed only marginal
associations between biomonitoring levels and proximity to agricultural
lands when considering diethyl alkylphosphate (DEAP) or pyrethroid
urinary levels (Mufoz-Quezada et al., 2012; Rohitrattana et al., 2014),
or the influence of the spraying and non-spraying seasons (Rohitrattana
et al., 2014).

Only one study that collected outdoor air and used hand wipes as
well as urine samples at 4 different periods (2 months before the
spraying season, one day before pesticide application, the day of ap-
plication and the day after application) found the same increase just
before the spray event for each environmental and biological sample
(Weppner et al., 2006). In that study, urine samples collected were 24 h
urine voids which could partly explain the good correlation with en-
vironmental samples.

3.4. Results synthesis

Most studies selected in the present review included exposure
measurements in a non-agricultural reference group or measurements
before and after spraying events in order to estimate pesticide exposure
related to spray-drift pathways in residents living close to treated
agricultural lands (Babina et al., 2012; Cecchi et al., 2012; Doganlar
et al., 2018; Galea et al., 2015; Gibbs et al., 2017; Martinez-Perafan
et al., 2018; Mercadante et al., 2013; Munoz-Quezada et al., 2012;
Quintana et al., 2017; Rohitrattana et al., 2014; Suarez-Lopez et al.,
2018; van Wendel de Joode et al., 2012; Ward et al., 2006). Many of the
studies showed that these residents are exposed to higher pesticide le-
vels than reference groups. They are also more exposed to pesticides
during the spraying season. However, study designs and methodologies
for measuring pesticide exposures differed between studies and results
were sometimes inconsistent for pesticide type and for environmental
and biological samples.

Buffer zones considered between households and the nearest treated
fields differed considerably between studies. For instance, authors
measuring diazinon concentrations in air used buffer zones ranging
from 30 m (Kawahara et al., 2005) to 8 km (Wofford et al., 2014). Al-
though the meta-analysis performed in 2017 confirmed the overall
decrease of pesticide concentrations in house dust with increased
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distance from treated fields — the distances considered ranging from 3 m
to 1125 m, the magnitude of the decrease was not linear and varied
according to pesticide type (Deziel et al., 2017). Moreover, the model
used in that meta-analysis to predict house dust pesticide concentra-
tions at varying distances up to 1125 m from agricultural lands did not
show a distance threshold. Overall, results from studies suggest that
using proximity only may not be a suitable indicator of pesticide ex-
posure in residents living close to treated agricultural lands. Studies
that included additional information, such as the amount of pesticides
applied or acreage treated, were more likely to find an association
(Semchuk et al., 2003). One study demonstrated that using proximity
only explained less variance in the association with pesticide exposure
than using acreage and proximity in combination (Ward et al., 2006).
This could be partly explained by the fact that acreage is more likely
related to the amount of pesticides applied in fields than proximity.

In studies included in our review, measurements of pesticide ex-
posures included levels of pesticide metabolites in biological samples
(urine, blood or hair), levels of pesticide residues in household samples
(dust or indoor air) and levels of markers of biological effects poten-
tially related to pesticide exposures. Results from the studies confirm
that residents living closer to pesticide-treated agricultural lands tend to
have higher levels of pesticide residues/metabolites in their households
and/or biological samples, higher levels of oxidative stress markers,
greater DNA damage and decreased activity of cholinesterase than re-
sidents living farther away. Results from 4 studies showed that house
dust could be an appropriate medium to characterize residential accu-
mulation of pesticides as a result of nearby agricultural use (Deziel
et al., 2017; Gunier et al., 2011; Hogenkamp et al., 2004; Ward et al.,
2006). Results from 2 studies also showed the capability of hair to ac-
curately reflect long-term exposure to pesticides with lower within-
subject variability and a better detection rate than in urine and blood
samples (Mercadante et al., 2013; Mora et al., 2014). Another inter-
esting sampling method, used in various studies, included the repeated
collection of biological samples to estimate the temporal variation in
exposure (Dalvie and London 2006; Doganlar et al., 2018; Galea et al.,
2015; Mercadante et al., 2013; Suarez-Lopez et al., 2018). However, for
a given pesticide, results were often different between studies and/or
between environmental or biological media. For instance, chlorpyrifos
concentrations in outdoor air and house dust were higher close to
treated fields (Gibbs et al., 2017; Gunier et al., 2011) whereas con-
centrations in urine samples or in hand- and foot-wipe samples did not
show a significant increase (Galea et al., 2015; van Wendel de Joode
et al., 2012). These differences in results could partly be explained by
physico-chemical properties of pesticides which may influence con-
centrations in different media, for example manganese measurements
in house dust or hair, which are less susceptible to within-individual
variability than measurements in urine or blood (Gunier et al., 2013;
Gunier et al., 2014; Mora et al., 2014). However, concentrations of a
given pesticide in a given medium can also provide different results, for
example the pyrethroid concentrations in urine measured in studies
conducted in Australia and China (Babina et al., 2012; Wu et al., 2013).
Study sites could partly explain these differences as meteorological
conditions, topography, type of crops, pesticide application methods,
and even lifestyle and housing characteristics differ between these two
countries.

Some of the studies included analyzed biological markers of oxi-
dative stress, DNA damage, repair parameters and cholinesterase ac-
tivity (Cecchi et al., 2012; Dalvie and London 2006; Doganlar et al.,
2018; Martinez-Perafan et al., 2018; Quintana et al., 2017). However,
the results of these studies were generally difficult to interpret.

4. Discussion
There are many challenges to accurately measuring non-occupa-

tional pesticide exposure in residents living close to agricultural land.
Our review of a series of recent studies characterizing exposure in this
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population underlines the strengths and weaknesses of the different
strategies and sampling methods used, and highlights requirements for
future studies in order to accurately measure pesticide spray-drift ex-
posure in this population.

4.1. Study design for future studies

4.1.1. Comparison with a reference group or a reference period

As the general population is exposed to numerous agricultural and
non-agricultural pesticides via multiple pathways including diet, do-
mestic use, and occupation, studies estimating exposure related to
agricultural spray-drift in residents living close to agricultural lands
should use a non-agricultural reference group for greater accuracy.
Indeed, most studies in this review included either such a group or a
non-spraying reference period (before or after the spraying season). If
such studies show that residents living nearby crops are exposed to
higher levels of pesticides than the non-agricultural reference group,
this is most probably related to agricultural spray-drift exposure rather
than other pathways like diet or domestic use. Similarly, if such studies
show that the former population are more exposed during the spraying
season than before or after the spraying season, this is also most
probably related to agricultural spray-drift exposure.

4.1.2. A multicentric setting

Pesticide spray-drift exposure and, as a consequence, the char-
acterization of exposed resident groups and their control groups, are
influenced by numerous key parameters, such as the physico-chemical
properties of pesticides, crop type, pesticide application method and
environmental conditions — including meteorology, topography, and
soil nature — which influence dissipation pathways (Bedos et al., 2002;
Damalas and Eleftherohorinos 2011). Therefore, as demonstrated in
some studies included in the present review, using distance as the un-
ique parameter to characterize the target population and control groups
is not an optimal choice. Additional parameters, such as those listed
above, but also the amount of pesticides applied and acreage of treated
fields, should improve accuracy. However, it could be difficult to si-
multaneously measure all these parameters in future studies because for
some, data collection is difficult in large-scale studies, and the direction
and the magnitude of correlations are quite unpredictable. This sug-
gests the need to at least investigate associations between exposure to
pesticides used for a specific crop, as correlations between amounts of
pesticides and treated acreage depend on specific crop groups (Bukalasa
et al., 2017). In addition, a multi-centric approach, where the number
of study sites covering different environmental conditions (meteor-
ology, topography, soil nature) is increased, would help reduce the
impact of ecological bias and confounding factors, because it is not very
likely that these factors — for example, the nature of the soil or the
topography — impact exposure levels across the entire range of sites in
the study (Kunzli and Tager 1997).

4.2. Measurement of pesticide exposure

4.2.1. Analysis of the best pesticide-media pairings

In a context of multi-pathway exposure, the identification of re-
levant pesticides used specifically in treated fields is essential to accu-
rately evaluate exposure of residents specifically related to agricultural
spray-drift. Accordingly, the physicochemical properties of pesticides
and application methods should be considered as these can influence
pesticide residue dispersion from treated areas and their concentrations
in environmental and biological media. These properties should help
identify the most appropriate pesticide-media pairings for exposure
measurements. However, other external factors like the risk of sample
contamination in the field or in laboratories and the analytical method
used, may also influence results. Measuring this influence is difficult
(LaKind et al., 2017). Our analysis shows that it could be useful to pair
biomonitoring with environmental sampling in future studies as they
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are complementary approaches. Biological and environmental media
are influenced differently by external factors and they reflect different
exposure windows, with dust and hair samples representing a cumu-
lative time window representing weeks or months, while air and urine
often represent exposure in the hours to days prior to sample collection
(Barr et al., 2006; Mercadante et al., 2018). Repeated biological and
environmental sampling over time should also help limit the influence
of some external factors and reduce the impact of peak exposure on
background concentrations (depending of the study aims). Such a
combined sampling design is particularly appropriate for the mea-
surement of pesticides in air or urine which are rapidly eliminated from
the human body or from the environment and which experience large
intra-day variability (Attfield et al., 2014; Morgan et al., 2016). Future
research with repeated combined biological and environmental mea-
surements may increase investigators’ capability to show associations
and trends in pesticide exposure of residents living close to agricultural
land.

4.2.2. Markers of biological effects

Markers of biological effects are good early warning indicators of
disease caused by chronic low-level exposure to a mix of pesticides and
have been used as biomarkers for pesticide genotoxicity in numerous
studies (Ali et al., 2008; Bhalli et al., 2006; Bolognesi and Holland
2016; Lebailly et al., 2015; Ramirez-Santana et al., 2018; Singh et al.,
2011). However, it can be difficult to interpret these measurements
appropriately. For instance, certain cholinesterase-inhibiting com-
pounds can inhibit red cell acetylcholinesterase more than butyr-
ylcholinesterase in plasma (Karasova et al., 2017). Moreover, the in-
terpretation of results needs to clearly determine an individual’s
baseline levels, using repeated measurements (Rohlman et al., 2019), or
his/her “paraoxonase status” referring to PON1 function as a modula-
tion factor of cholinesterase inhibition (Dardiotis et al., 2019). Fur-
thermore, the method used for blood sample collection and analysis
must be checked because cholinesterase activity is very dependent on
the temperature at the moment of collection, and the variability in
measurement assays could provide different results (Karasova et al.,
2017). In the absence of a standardized approach and normal baseline
range for the general population, it is extremely difficult to interpret the
measurements of markers of biological effects in order to predict ex-
posure and related medical issues.

4.3. Controlling the factors influencing pesticide exposure

As mentioned above, it is essential to collect data about external
factors that can influence pesticide exposure measurements: meteor-
ology, topography, crop type, application method and quality of mea-
surements.

However, it is also essential to collect data about lifestyle (e.g. time
spent outdoors, smoking and alcohol habits), food intake (including
organic food and self-production), and professional and housing char-
acteristics (e.g. presence of a garden, ventilation system, use of pesti-
cides at home), as these can influence exposure to agricultural and
domestic pesticides. This data collection in combination with pesticide
exposure measurements is necessary to evaluate the contribution of
agricultural spray-drift exposure to total pesticide exposure.
Accordingly, future studies should include recall diaries, questionnaires
and interviews to collect data about potential other sources of pesticide
exposure.

5. Conclusion

To the best of our knowledge, this is the first review focusing on
non-occupational pesticide exposure in non-farmworker residents living
close to agricultural land. While accurate measurements of pesticide
exposure are difficult for several reasons, such as the existence of
multiple exposure pathways, studies included in this review provide

12

Environment International 134 (2020) 105210

evidence that this population is exposed to higher levels of pesticides
than residents not living in proximity to agricultural lands. Exposure
levels were influenced not only by the distance between households and
the nearest treated field but also by the crop acreage around the re-
sidence and the time of the year (i.e., during or before, and after the
spraying season).

This review highlights that some study design characteristics are
more likely than others to accurately measure pesticide spray-drift ex-
posure in residents: inclusion of a non-agricultural control group, col-
lection of both biological and environmental samples with repeated
sampling, measurements at different times of the year, selection of
numerous study sites related to one specific crop group, and measure-
ments of pesticides specific to agricultural use. However, such studies
are still scarce.

Reliable measurements of pesticide exposure are needed to develop
and validate exposure models and indicators for large-scale related
epidemiological studies. Additional studies are therefore needed to
comprehensively measure non-occupational pesticide exposure in re-
sidents living close to treated agricultural lands in order to evaluate
health risks, and to develop appropriate prevention strategies.
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